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Abstract. While the squares have been in the network of relations with the political, social and religious structure of the soci-
ety since the early days of history, today, they have been associated with the cars, speed and technology in the process formed 
with the modernization movement. In some squares, there are tramways, public transportation routes and stops, and there are 
also motor vehicles. The squares have turned into places where there is a continuous flow with fast traffic except for waiting 
at the bus stops and railway station. With this change, our needs also changed, and with the introduction of motor vehicles 
in our lives, the squares remained as neglected urban spaces in an effort to create a transportation network. The use of the 
squares belongs to the period in which people have habit of being together, but now squares use belongs to a period in which 
we are not together even if we are side by side. Within the scope of this study, nowadays, approaches and practices for the 
squares that is an urban space in the world have been investigated. According to the results of sections, the criteria for evaluat-
ing the completeness of the city-square relationship in today’s conditions are set out in a table. The selected from the Trafalgar 
Square, Bryant Park and Taksim Square samples consecutively examined in the context of these criteria.

Keywords: square, urban landscape, public space, urban public space, square analysis, city-square relationship, Trafalgar 
Square, Bryant Park, Taksim Square.

Introduction

The present study begins with analyzing the place and mean-
ing of the squares as public spaces in today’s cities. It was 
wondered how a process the squares have passed through 
and gained their current position. The physical, social, spatial, 
and functional characteristics of squares as urban public space 
were questioned. The squares have been related to the mar-
kets, commerce, religion, politics, and social life in the past, 
whereas they are now related to the traffic, transportation, and 
speed. The change in needs and the introduction of motor ve-
hicles in our lives turned squares into neglected urban spaces 
due to the efforts aiming to create the transportation network. 
First of all, in order to discuss the problems related with the 
“square”, the relationship between square and city should be 
considered from a holistic perspective. The keywords were 
determined making use of the theoretical studies and the 
approaches to square throughout the world, and the criteria 
enabling the analysis of holism of city-square relationship in 
today’s world are presented in the table (Table 1). Making use 
of the criteria set in this study, the analyses were conducted 
over a square chosen as example and the current position of 
the phenomenon “square” was questioned.

1. Theoretical studies

In examining the square as an urban public space, it is 
important to define the concepts of space, urban space, 
city, successful city, urban design, private spaces, and 
public spaces. Thus, in order to define the city-square re-
lationship, these conceptual contexts were systematically 
analyzed here. Urry (1999) has related the space to the 
society by stating that “The spatial one shall not be sepa-
rated from the social one in the way creating a series of 
different general rules. This is because space solely has no 
effect. The importance of spatial relationships depends on 
the private character of relevant social objects”. The au-
thor considers the space as a living organism harmonized 
with the meaning, intellectual power, and the marks of 
its background. Yücesoy (1999) aimed to reveal the con-
junction points between the methods of “understanding”, 
“examining”, and “interpreting” the city and urban space, 
and defined the space by thinking that it has an identity: 
“Five axes can be specified for analyzing the processes and 
relationships between elements of spatial identity: The 
formal axis includes all the physical structures (topogra-
phy, constructed environment, landscaping elements, and 
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others) constituting the urban space. The functional axis, 
however, consists of the types of activities and usages in 
the urban space, as well as the relationships between them. 
The meaning and perceptual axis includes the behaviors of 
those living in the city and using the urban space to space, 
as well as the presentations, meaning characteristics, and 
spatial communication characteristics of the urban space. 
The historical, cultural, and social axis consists of social 
structure, types of space usages, and changing space edit-
ing”. The concept of “space” is very important to define 
and understand the concepts of city and urban space.

The cities are the habitats, where the people gather and 
maintain their social and societal lives. Union of people 
within the frame of common ideals, types of interdepend-
ence of individuals and social classes, integration ability, 
sense of solidarity, and amenities have emerged in the cit-
ies. Many researchers have considered the concept of city 
as follows.

Montgomery (1998) stated that “the city is a construct-
ed complexity phenomenon”. From another perspective, 
the city is a continuity that carries the traces of past to 
today and continues with this process. According to Erzen 
(2005), the city as a spatial structure is an arena incorpo-
rating anthropogenic phenomena and the historical con-
tinuity emphasizing the anthropogenic meanings gains a 
physical form in the city. As stated by Barthes (1997), this 
continuity can be defined as “The city is a discourse and 
it is the language of those living in that city. It carries the 
symbols and marks of social life between the generations.”

An event occurring or an object existing in the outer 
environment is engraved in the subconscious through per-
ception in a simple form by using a perception method. In 
perceiving the city and evaluating it by engraving in sub-
conscious, Lynch (1960) analyzed the elements constitut-
ing urban image and established the memory map based 
on these elements. According to Lynch (1960), there are 
five main elements symbolizing the city; “borders, regions, 
roads, nodal points, and triangulations”. Lynch (1960) 
emphasized that it is not easy to make sense out of the 
changes in urban shapes because many individuals hav-
ing different backgrounds have different images about the 
same physical form. However, he has stated that a city can 
be perceived using these five main elements.

European Council (European Urban Charter, 1992) 
defines city as residential area, where the human commu-
nities having common interests gather, which has autono-
mous administrative units and been built systematically, 
which offers public services, and which can manage itself.

The city is the whole of spaces, in which urban social 
life continues. The spaces (urban space and urban public 
space) are a part of the whole. In order for a city to be dis-
cussed within a whole, it is necessary to accurately define 
its components. The spatial and formal environment of 
the city develops depending not on the characteristics of 
elements constituting the whole of city, as well as the or-
ganization principles of these elements. This relationship 
can be explained with that a part contributes to the quality 

of whole and is affected by the qualities of the whole. The 
urban spaces are the structures ensuring the integration 
and communication of building with the city and playing 
a constituent role within the city. At this point, it can be 
stated that the most important unit establishing the rela-
tionship between building and city is the urban spaces. 
Madanipour (1996) analyzed the urban space by consider-
ing it from a structural frame: “we can perceive it through 
1 − natural environment and its characteristics, in which 
it gains the first context, 2 − social context that the society 
transform via social processes by using the nature, 3 − his-
torical processes referring to the fact that it is a product 
of the time or it emerges as a result of an accumulation 
throughout the time, 4 − social, physical, and symbolical 
aspects, 5 − its functions, 6 − spatial organization, geom-
etries, and urban styles, and 7 − our visual experiences 
constituting our subjective and sensorial reactions.”

With its social and physical structure, city is like a 
living organism. Cities have been in continuous change. 
Change of cities in the course of time is an inevitable con-
sequence of nature. This dynamism also brought change 
and transformation in the city. Since the cities are the ele-
ments that continuously expand and change, the urban 
design concepts are very important for urban space. To 
better understand the “urban space” concept, it is also nec-
essary to analyze the urban design concepts. Accordingly, 
Trancik (1986) gathered the theories related with urban 
design into three groups as follows. “1. Theory of solid-
void; in this theory, there is an order in form of urban 
voids and spaces. The urban spaces are the public monu-
ments or official buildings, structure islands and private 
structures, whereas the urban voids consist of passageways 
between private and public spaces, intra-block spaces-in-
ner courts, roads and squares, public parks, gardens, and 
landscaping elements. 2. Linkage Theory involves the or-
ganization of linking the components of the city. 3. Loca-
tion Theory relies upon understanding the cultural and 
human characteristics of physical space. The individuals 
carry their own emotional necessities to the places, where 
they live. Thus, existence is an emotional situation rather 
than a physical one.” At this point, the relationship be-
tween urban void and space is expected to be productive 
and to answer the emotional needs. In urban design, the 
design is approached through various characteristics of 
the city. Examining the urban design approaches by the 
criteria used in analyzing the design, Carmona (Eren, 
2006) gathered these designs under 8 headings as 1 − per-
ceptual, 2 − social, 3 − functional, 4 − sustainable, 5 − spa-
tial, 6 − morphologic, 7 − contextual, and 8 − visual.

The urban spaces constitute an intensity enabling the 
people to stay together and communicate with each other. 
In order to better understand the subject of research, the 
urban spaces were divided into private and public spaces. 
The private spaces are the spaces belonging to the individ-
ual’s own. The private and public spaces are in a cycle, in 
which they continuously influence each other. Erdönmez 
and Akı (2005) state “The spaces we use jointly for our 
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private needs, the spaces we use for common location and 
common purposes as a member of society are defined as 
public space, whereas the spaces belonging to individuals 
and where the private needs are met are defined as pri-
vate space”. Stating that “when the relationship between 
urban voids and spaces is complete and understandable, 
then the spatial relationships are accurately established, 
the components are successfully integrated, and the char-
acter of region is constructed”, Erdönmez and Akı (2005) 
also emphasized that the public and private spaces are the 
components feeding and being influenced by each other.

Habermas (1997) uses the term “public space” with 
physical and symbolic meanings. From the physical as-
pect, the public space refer to the spaces, which consist of 
streets, parks, and squares, where the individuals express 
their complaints, where the opposition to the government 
arises, and where the declaration for establishing a new 
order is made. The spaces, where the institutional idea and 
institutional opinion referring to the information needed 
for personal judgment are conveyed and where the free-
dom of press is guaranteed refer to the symbolic meaning 
of the public space. The public space is obliged to provide 
the instruments needed in order for the public to enjoy 
their freedoms.

The public space is the location of joint actions of in-
dividuals. From the spatial aspect, public spaces such as 
square and street are spaces, where members of society 
gather and share. Kostof (1999) defines public space as “a 
common ground, where people perform their functional 
and ritual activities in their normal daily routines or sea-
sonal festivals and which link the members of society to 
each other” by focusing on a different aspect of the public 
space. The public spaces are the urban spaces, where every 
individual is equal to each other regardless of any discrim-
ination. The urban spaces are those, where mutual rela-
tionships, objections, dialogues, and agreements are con-
structed. Weber (2000) defines public space as the place, 
where individuals from different social classes, races, and 
ethnicities gather. Considering it from the aspect of areas 
indicating the dimension of social life of individuals, Ferry 
(1994) defines the public space as a mediatic frame that 

represents various images of the social life to the public 
and establishes the technological and institutional organi-
zation of post-industrialization societies.

According to Sennett (2011), it is the tangible spaces 
such as squares and streets incorporating society. The so-
ciety utilizes these spaces as physical, social, and symbolic 
instruments in order to transform or reshape the city. The 
public space can be considered from various aspects. Be-
sides the social space influencing the society or gathering 
individuals, the spatial character is also important.

Among the urban spaces, the public spaces are spaces, 
where individuals are shareholders, everybody is equal 
before the city, the sharing exists, and togetherness is 
experienced. One of the most important components of 
public space is the squares. They are urban public spaces 
incorporating many characteristics of the city.

1.1. Square as an urban public space

The squares incorporate many spatial features. Squares are 
urban public spaces that have characteristics, which can be 
considered at different axes within the city (Figure 1). The 
urban public space has been defined by Eyüce (2000) by 
stating that “They are spaces that have expanded within 
residential areas consisting of physical voids and spaces. 
These voids, as in traditional habitats, may be a fountain 
or shadow of plane tree that emerges on its own through 
the natural development of residential area or in the light 
of common values accepted by everybody or the spaces 
that serve to entire city, have planned and regular geom-
etry and a central character considered as a beginning 
point when a new city would be established”. According 
to Tümer (2000), “urban square is a void constituted by 
one or more of structures “forming” the city by framing 
strongly or loosely and more or less. Some of the elements 
framing, defining, and shaping this void may be buildings, 
shoreline, road line, obelisk, clock tower, various trees, 
pools, and sculptures”.

The meaning that squares incorporate has been con-
veyed linearly from the first cities to recent ones. Togeth-
er with political approach adopted by the changing and 

Figure 1. On the left: Navona Square, on the right: Campidoglio Square (Mimarizm, 2009)
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developing societies, the squares gained political mean-
ings. The first action of revolting against authority is the 
unpermitted gathering by a mass in the squares. The pub-
lic movements are called “movimenti di piazza” (which 
means “movement to the square”) in Italy. It is one of 
the most important symbols of the political meaning of 
square. For an urbanite, the square is a place, where he/
she can feel the sharing and go without requesting permis-
sion and expressing any reason, since the establishment 
of first cities. Throughout history, the authorities have 
not only conquered the cities but also kept their finger on 
the pulse of squares. When an authority aims to show its 
power or legitimacy, one of the scenes to be chosen first is 
the squares. Even today, the squares are much like toiles, 
on which the political and social changes are engraved. 
From another perspective, they are the spaces, where the 
members of society gather for public festivals and feasts. 
The squares are the areas, which are handled first while 
organizing a city. They are the starting point for the propa-
gation and expansion of the city. It can be clearly seen in 
Haussmann’s Paris plan (Figure 2).

In his book “Urban Space”, Krier (1979) classified the 
square by geometrical shapes as square, circle, and trian-
gle. According to Zucker (1959), the ideal type of square 
has emerged in its best possible form in Hellenistic and 

Roman ages independently from the time or architectural 
trends, but it has become important again in 17th and 18th 
centuries. As urban public spaces, the squares may have 
different physical characteristics within the city. Generally 
defined by the surrounding structure groups, the squares 
are horizontally and vertically designed and organized 
structures from volumetric aspect. One of the most im-
portant elements of square design is the level of surround-
ed space. The surrounded space depends on the heights of 
buildings constituting the walls or the line of streets open-
ing to the square. Sitte (2009) claims that urban squares 
should have been appearance of perspective. As stated by 
Sitte (2009), the streets end at the edges of square so that 
the ones looking from the square should not see more 
than one street at once. In a design guideline prepared by 
Essex Design Guide (Essexdesign, 2019), it is stated that 
“The relationship between buildings’ effective height and 
space’s width is very important; when it’s desired to create 
a consistent urban space, the sense of feeling under pres-
sure may arise if the height is too when compared to the 
width or the sense of unprotectedness and exposure may 
arise if the width is too much.” The squares should have 
a sufficient closure from physical aspect. In order for the 
buildings surrounding the square to be completely seen, 
the distance and openness are important (Figure 3).

The principles for designing urban spaces are very sim-
ple to explain, and an urban space has two key features: 
1. degree of openness, 2. degree of interiority (Salingaros 
& Pagliardini, 2016). The degree of openness of a square 
and how the units around it are located are important. 
In addition, the gaps and differentiations created at the 
ground level of the high-rise buildings in the square on 
the far right in Figure 3 show the approach to the human 
scale, rather than being a flat mass.

The contribution to the city of the squares located 
separately in the city is less than according to the squares 
that relate to each other in the city. “The city’s circulatory 
system consists of the streets, the most important of which 
converge in the main square if the town center is small, or 
in the various squares if the city center is bigger, and then 
these will have their own specialization and obey some 

Figure 2. The appearance of Paris after the Haussmann plan 
(Mimarizm, 2009)

Figure 3. Urban space features (Salingaros & Pagliardini, 2016)
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hierarchy among themselves. The public square, in order 
to be truly such, must lie at those network points that give 
the character of a node according to precise rules gov-
erning the central flows among social nodes. The nodes 
extend to various human activities: home, work, the green 
park, the store, the restaurant, the Church, etc. One of the 
greates problems in existing communities is the fact that 
the available public life in them is spread so thin that it has 
no impact on the community. To create these concentra-
tions of people in a community, facilities must be grouped 
densely round very small public squares which can func-
tion as nodes” (Salingaros & Pagliardini, 2016). According 
to Figure 4, in a city with small squares, the square forms 
from the central of each node. Each node in the city is a 
square surrounded by spaces with a mutually appropri-
ate mixture that strengthens itself with a certain internal 
dynamics. These nodes should be grouped according to 
function and placed appropriately both within by them-
selves and within the city.

“The life of a public square forms naturally around its 
edge. If the edge fails, the the space never becomes lively. 
Surround public gathering places with pockets of activity 
small, partly enclosed areas at the edges, which jut for-
ward into the open space between the paths, and contain 
activities which make it natural for people to pause and 
get involved. Lead paths between the pockets of activity 
paths and goals and shape the pockets themselves with 
arcades and seats, and sitting walls, and columns and trel-

lises” (Alexander at al., 1977). When pockets with activ-
ity on the edges surrounding the square are created, the 
square turns into an alive space. Creating level differences 
with street cafes, semi-open spaces, arcades and also stairs 
makes it easier for people to sit and watch and spend time 
in the square (Figure 5).

In this article, the complexity of the holistic approach 
derives from the desire to make use of multiple and pow-
erful resources, as well as handling the holistic approach 
in detail. Based on all these studies, the components to 
be used in analyzing the characteristics of a square were 
obtained from the conceptual studies such as space, city, 
urban design, private space, public space, and square:

 – Historical aspect; it is emerged from the histori-
cal axis of Yücesoy (1999) in the theoretical studies 
section, besides that the historical continuity of Er-
zen (2005), together with the historical processes of 
Madanipour (1996). The selected square is analysed 
by researching according to key concepts such as his-
tory, sustainability and conservation in a historical 
aspect.

 – Physical aspect (spatial characteristics); it is 
emerged from the formal and physical features they 
used to define the square of the Eyüce (2000) and 
Tümer (2000). The selected square is analysed by re-
searching according to key concepts such as formal 
and spatial in physical aspect.

 – Meaning aspect (symbol, image, and sign dimen-
sions); it is emerged from the meaning and perceptu-
al axis of Yücesoy (1999), besides that, is mantioned 
background and images of Lynch (1960) in the theo-
retical studies section, together with the square defi-
nition of Krier (1979) filled with symbolic meanings. 
The selected square is analyed by researching accord-
ing to the key concepts such as symbol, image, and 
sign dimensions in the meaning aspect.

 – Social aspect (society, culture, human, and poli-
tic dimensions); it is emerged from Madanipour’s 
(1996) social concept and the social aspect of the 
urban space transformed by the social processes us-
ing the nature in the theoretical studies section. The 
selected square is analysed by researching according 
to the key concepts such as society, culture, human, 
and politic dimensions in the social aspect.

 – Functional aspect (conformity to purpose and ne-
cessities); it is emerged from the definition of public 
and private spaces of Erdönmez and Akı (2005) men-
tioned in the theoretical studies section. The selected 

Figure 4. Public square, nodes (Alexander at al., 1977)

Figure 5. Square and activity pockets (Alexander et al., 1977)
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square is analysed by researching according to the 
key concepts such as conformity to purpose and ne-
cessities in the functional aspect.

 – Visual aspect; it is emerged from due to Madanipour 
(1996) mentioned that urban space can be compre-
hended with visual experiences in the theoretical 
studies section. The selected square is analysed by 
researching according to the key concepts such as 
sensation, perception and harmony in visual aspect.

2. Square as an urban space in today’s world: 
approaches and practices

In order to have a contemporary perspective, it is very 
important to review the recent approaches and practices 
regarding the city and square. It would be better to discuss 
the living environment before analyzing the approach to 
square. The problems in 20th century, global warming as 
a result of collapsing natural environment, perturbation of 
the ecological balance, and the global events accompany-
ing these factors have brought the elements influencing 
the cities and urbanites. As a result of the consumption 
society that has arisen together with the increasing popu-
lation and advancing technology, the necessity of specific 
measures is discussed and the approaches are developed 
in this regard.

2.1. General conjuncture in the world

Since 1980s, most cities throughout the world have been 
affected by globalization. Together with cultural, techni-
cal, and commercial expansion after the globalization, the 
economies of cities have grown and the metropolization 
has arisen. The key concepts arising in globalization pro-
cess were summarized by Hacısalihoğlu (1999) as speed, 
removal of public frame on spaces, mobility of capital, 
multinational companies, regional planning function, 
individualization, nonfunctionalism, resembling habi-
tats, cultural closure, and disintegration from the whole. 
Gökgür (2008) specified the codes of globalization as 
follows: “1. Speed concept (the distance between spaces 
is now relative), 2. Differentiation of production meth-
od and mobility of capital, 3. Multinational companies, 
4. Metropolitan-Global cities, and 5. Habitation.” Accord-
ingly, concepts such as metropolization, globalism, and 
world city have emerged as a result of globalization. The 
relationship of globalization processes with space brings 
new localities and new locations and the urban spaces 
disintegrate and differentiate. Another instrument used in 
globalization process is the cultural and natural resources 
specific to the locality. These resources are seen as factors 
improving the characteristics of the location and making 
it more attractive for investment. These resources turned 
into instruments for making a city more attractive are the 
images of this cycle. As a result of processes arising from 
globalization, the transformation of urban public spaces 
turned all the conventional public places serving society 
such as streets, avenues, squares, and parks into passage 

spaces. The independence being enjoyed caused the urban 
spaces to be considered as image without taking urban 
space characteristics of urban squares into account. In this 
period, the number of malls as public spaces gradually 
increases. In this process, the perspective of urban space 
shifted towards the shopping malls.

As a result of increasing population and rapidly con-
suming what exists, the concept “sustainability” became 
more important. Besides the ecological aspect of sustain-
ability, also the participation and organization were dis-
cussed within the scope of social sustainability in World 
Conference on Environment and Development (Alada 
et al., 1992). Moreover, European Urban Charter (Euro-
pean Urban Charter, 1992) is more comprehensive and 
it sets important principles for creating livable environ-
ments. These subjects will be discussed in “International 
Agreements and Charters” section.

The squares playing role as a scene for cities are nega-
tively affected by the globalization. The advancement of 
technology, especially in communication field, caused the 
functions of squares to start being forgotten. Sezer (2006) 
stated that “A series of events such as the facts that trans-
portation and communication technologies increased 
physical and electronic mobility and that space has turned 
from depending solely on location into being related to 
social effects occurring at distant locations made the per-
spective of “abstract space” that is independent from natu-
ral rhythms and geography into a central position as main 
space perspective in the modern society. He also empha-
sized how the squares have been affected by transportation 
and technology. The technology making our lives easier 
also caused squares, public spaces, and common spaces 
to change. At this point, together with the new concepts, 
it is very important for squares to gain their old capacity.

2.2. International agreements and charters

The widespread urbanization turned the green areas in 
urban and environmental space into grey; nature is rap-
idly collapsing because of intense housing and the peoples 
are forced into a life separate from nature. The “ecological 
concerns” brought urban design movements. As a result 
of the ecological practices, the eco-city projects emerge 
throughout the world. These eco-cities are capable of pro-
ducing their own energy and create no carbon and waste. 
These are self-sufficient cities.

Nowadays, the concepts of green city, eco-city, and 
carbon-free city have emerged. In fact, the main principle 
here is to create environment-friendly cities. The idea that 
the urban public spaces should serve for the principle of 
sustainability by the use of technology suggests that the ur-
ban spaces of today might be conveyed to different levels.

Many researchers and institutions (such as PPS, ULI, 
Spacesyntax, etc.) have made effort in order to create suc-
cessful urban spaces. Project for Public Places (PPS) based 
in the USA is an effective NGO offering technical assis-
tance, research, education, planning, and design proposals. 
It has experience of more than 1000 public space projects; 
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as stated by PPS, the successful urban spaces should fulfill 
four main functions: “Access and Links; Purposes and Ac-
tivities; Comfort and Image; and Socialization”. According 
to PPS (Project for Public places, 2019), creating success-
ful and high-quality cities requires ten principles, which 
are 1. Image and Identity. 2. Attractions and Destinations. 
3. Amenities. 4. Flexible Design. 5. Seasonal Strategy. 
6. Access. 7. Inner & Outer Squares. 8. Reaching out Like 
an Octopus. 9. Central Role of Management. 10. Diverse 
Funding Sources.

The characteristics of properly functioning public 
spaces have been identified in Spacesyntax established 
in 1980s in “University College London” (Space syntax, 
2019). Many researchers emphasized two main charac-
teristics for the successful public spaces: “1. Degree of 
easily accessing to neighboring streets from the public 
space and 2. Intensity of people moving on the neighbor-
ing streets. The main principles of properly functioning 
public spaces are: 1. Good accessibility to the surrounding 
space, 2. Routes of pedestrians passing through the space, 
3. Closeness to dense pedestrian movement, 4. Multi-per-
spective view to surrounding urban space, 5. Closeness 
of active users of space: retail and food-beverage units, 
6. Sufficient sitting places and urban furniture” (İnceoğlu 
& Aytuğ, 2009).

Another point coming to the forefront is quality. The 
quality is a concept that might be perceived differently by 
scientists or from different perspectives. Greene (1992) de-
termined four main principles for the quality of space re-
lated with the design. Each main principle has four quality 
parameters: “1. Function. 2. Order. 3. Identity. 4. Harmony”.

Nowadays, these studies and the steps taken forwards 
are important for the approaches related with square as an 
urban public space. The studies enabled the importance of 
urban spaces to be understood and the right of urbanite 
to be questioned. Besides the universal approaches, there 
also are international agreements and charters. European 
Council of Architects’ (ECA) declaration titled “White 
Book” is an example. In 1994, the European Council of Ar-
chitects started preparing a “White Book” with the theme 
of “Europe, Architecture, and Future”. The principles of 
European Council of Architects can be summarized as fol-
lows (Architects’ Council of Europe, 2019): 1. Quality of 
Life (QoF), 2. Sustainable habitat for future, 3. A European 
Architecture Policy, 4. Information-oriented competitive 
market, 5. Urban Planning, 6. Urban Design, 7. Cities as 
appropriate application fields, and 8. Necessity of holis-
tic and integrated approaches to urban spaces. European 
Council of Architects (Architects’ Council of Europe, 
2019) emphasized that “a public space designed very at-
tractively and having well-designed landscape wouldn’t be 
used if the safety of users is not guaranteed” and stressed 
that the participation will be intense when approaching to 
the urban spaces with a holistic approach. According to 
ACE (Architects’ Council of Europe, 2019), cooperation 
is very important for the high QoF in urban spaces. The 
comfortable, safe, and secure urban spaces designed for 
the urbanites are very important.

There also is European Urban Charter. Published as 
a manifesto for a new urbanity in 2008, European Urban 
Charter (European Urban Charter, 1992) emphasizes that 
the urbanites have below-mentioned rights: 1. Security, 
2. Unpolluted and healthy environment, 3. Employment, 
4. Housing, 5. Mobility, 6. Health, 7. Sports and relaxation, 
8. Culture, 9. Intercultural integration, 10. High-quality 
architecture and physical environment, 11. Consistency of 
functions, 12. Participation, 13. Economic development, 
14. Sustainable development, 15. Products and services, 
16. Natural wealth and resources, 17. Personal integrity, 
18. Cooperation between municipalities, 19. Economic 
structure and mechanisms, 20. Equality. According to 
the European Urban Charter, the cities should be places, 
where the individuals live comfortably, safely, and peace-
fully.

All these studies are steps taken to a higher QoL and 
saving the cities from bad conditions. In the globalized 
world, these agreements should not be considered as a 
single and standard decision because every country has a 
unique social, cultural, and historical structure. The stud-
ies are important for making urban space more livable. 
Considering the approaches to pedestrians and security 
in urban spaces is a positive factor. By supporting the 
sportive and recreational activities in urban areas, the im-
portance of social aspects of squares and the participation 
character were emphasized. It was stated that the urban 
spaces should be used intensely also in late hours. At this 
point, the most important principle of these studies is the 
importance of holistic approach in the design of urban 
spaces. It was emphasized that the urban spaces would 
be more livable when considering them from a holistic 
perspective to the city-square relationship.

3. Sampling and criteria enabling the analysis of 
holism of city-square relationship under today’s 
conditions

The approaches to city and squares in the world are pre-
sented. Through the eco-city projects prepared specifically 
for the cities, the environment-friendly cities are designed 
by considering the sustainability, ecology, carbon-free, use 
of natural resources, not using motor vehicles as long as 
possible, their recycling, and waste recycling. As a result 
all these steps, the concepts developed today are:

 – Sustainability (ecological, economic, and cultural);
 – Urban revival (urban planning, urban renewal, urban 
design);

 – Accessibility;
 – Holistic approach;
 – Intercultural integration;
 – Participation;
 – Quality;
 – Tourism;
 – Mixed-use;
 – Technology;
 – Protection;
 – Standardization.
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In parallel with the concepts specified above, the crite-
ria set in this study are as follows (Table 1). As an analysis 
method, the hints in previous sections, the factors enabling 
the human-square integrity and the milestones in the his-
tory regarding these subjects, the selected squares were 
analyzed using Table 1.

Table 1. Criteria for evaluation of city-square integrity  
(Turgut, 2013)

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING THE INTEGRITY OF THE 
CITY-SQUARE RELATIONSHIP IN TODAY’S CONDITIONS

 – Historical aspect
 – Physical aspect (spatial characteristics)
 – Meaning aspect (symbol, image, and 
sign dimensions)

 – Social aspect (society, culture, human, 
and politic dimensions)

 – Functional aspect (conformity to pur-
pose and necessities)

 – Visual aspect

 – Sustainability
 – Urban Revival
 – Accessibility
 – Participation
 – Tourism
 – Mixed-Use
 – Technology
 – Protection

3.1. Trafalgar Square/England

The Square Trafalgar has been constructed at the historical 
and symbolic center of London in the memory of Trafal-
gar War in 1805. It was designed by Sir Charles Barry as 
an urban space, where large masses can safely gather, and 
completed in 1840. Nowadays, from the physical aspect, it 
is surrounded by high buildings. The building of National 
Gallery Museum covers one edge. There are many consu-
late buildings facing the square (Figure 6).

Square Trafalgar is one of the most frequently used 
squares of London. In 20th century, this square turned into 
space intensely used and occupied by motor vehicles. In 
reconstruction of square in 1996, it was aimed to increase 

the satisfaction of visitors and the pedestrian passage. At 
this point, equipping the historical place with various 
modern activities and ensuring the balance between pe-
destrian and vehicle traffic are one of the main principles. 
The objectives of project group in Square Trafalgar are as 
follows (Kayalar, 2006): “1. Making space accessible and 
understandable by all the pedestrians, 2. Ensuring the use 
of all the spaces of square to a certain extent, 3. Guar-
anteeing the daily use by Londoners and visitors, and 4. 
Providing sufficient space in the square for the ones that 
will benefit from the use of square.”

According to Normen Foster, the architect of project, 
the accessibility of Square Trafalgar for the urbanites and 
visitors has been increased because of the removal of vehi-
cle traffic from the face of National Gallery (Figure 7). The 
suggestion of Foster was to create a new center in Lon-
don by organizing the pedestrian ways and motorways. 
From the social and functional aspect, the motorway was 
removed and the stairs, under which there are cafés and 
stores, were designed. Here, these stores played positive 
role in reviving the urban space. The Nelson Monument 
and decorative pools at the center of square contribute 
to the urban space from the visual aspect (Figure 8). The 
square has its own webpage and announcement of events 
contributes to participation.

3.2. Bryant Park/U.S.A

In 1884, Bryant Park was renamed Bryant Park, to honor the 
poet, editor of the New York Evening Post and civilian re-
former, William Cullen Bryant (1794−1878), while his name 
was Reservoir Square. The New York Public Library was de-
signed on one side of the square by architects John Merven 
Carrere and Thomas Hastings, and the square was complet-
ed in 1911 with the Beaux-Arts building, the library’s back 
terrace and the east end of Bryant Park (Figure 9).

Figure 6. Trafalgar Square (London assembly, 2019)

Figure 7. Trafalgar Square (London 
assembly, 2019)

Figure 8. Trafalgar Square (London assembly, 2019)
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After the demolitions in the 1930s, a competition was 
organized to redesign the square, and it was reopened on 
September 14, 1934. This has showed that in Bryant Park, 
especially in the 1930s, that the squares can be reconsid-
ered and passed through certain correction steps accord-
ing to the conditions of the day. With the arrangements 
made, the physical, meaning, functional and visual aspects 
of the square have completely changed.

With the new regulations, the square became an open 
reading area serving the New York Public Library (as it 
was called in the 1930s; Central Bryant Park Library) (on 
the right, Figure 10). Bryant Park, which is physically sur-
rounded by means of vehicles, and by skyscrapers, there is 
a historical library on the east side of it and has a rectan-
gular form is surrounded by trees with a large green area 

in the middle (Figure 11). Approximately, it is two meters 
higher than the busy streets around it, so the level of the 
street is reached by the stairs at the edge of Bryant Park.

At the end of the 1980s, Bryant Park transformed 
from an urban location with high crime rates to an urban 
location where social activities took place with the work 
done. With the reorganizations between 1988 and 1990, 
the square had safe, publicly visible entrances, a large 
green area, and closed wet areas. After the arrangements, 
the average number of people at noon reached 4000 on 
a sunny day, and the annual number of visitors doubled 
(Bryant Park, 2020). Accordingly, it is a positive square in 
terms of participation (Figure 12). Fortunately, the mean-
ing, image and symbol size of the square has changed with 
urban arrangements.

Figure 9. Bryant Park, 1910s (Bryant Park, 2020)

Figure 10. Bryant Park, 1930s (Bryant Park, 2020)

Figure 11. Bryant Park (Google Earth, 2020) Figure 12. Bryant Park, 2019 (source: author)
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It is visually green and has a gray coating on the 
ground where people sit, the historical structure and the 
stone coating of the terrace and stairs of this building on 
the park side and the cream color of the railing created a 
harmonious continuity (Figure 13).

It is also seen that this area between skyscrapers is alive 
and dynamic throughout the day. On the square, open-air 
cinema, yoga and ice skating activities are held all year 
round, and public participation is supported throughout 
the year (Figure 14). The historical library located in the 
east of the square, the events organized, the trees prevent-
ing intense vehicle traffic and noise around it, and the 
difference of about two meters codes from the street in-
creased the vitality of the square (Figure 14).

3.3. Istanbul Taksim Square/Turkey

Istanbul is a city that has been the capital of the Byzan-
tine and Ottoman Empire. Taksim Square, which is the 
stage of Istanbul, was named XVIII. It took its name from 
the water distribution network built in the 18th century. 
The square is located at the intersection of Istiklal Street, 
Sıraselviler Street, Gümüşsuyu Street, Cumhuriyet Street 
and Tarlabaşı Boulevard within the boundaries of Beyoğlu 
district. In the 19th and early 20th centuries, like many 
cities not found in the Western world, it remained open 
to the cultural and physical impact of Europe in Istanbul 
(Çelik, 2016). Istanbul experienced the impact of collec-
tive efforts to turn it into a Western-style capital city in the 
19th century. While Beyoğlu progressed with the feature 
of a European city under the influence of the West, it made 
the Taksim more convenient in terms of transportation 
with the arrival of the electric tram in 1913 (Dökmeci & 
Çıracı, 1990). The tram route built in this period positively 
affected the accessibility of the city and the square. The 
electric tram route built in the early 20th century was also 
effective in determining the square form.

In the reconstructed arrangements in the early Repub-
lican period, along with planned zoning movements, in 
1928, the Taksim Republic Monument was built by the 
Italian architect Cononika, and the barn and warehouse 
buildings in the south of the barracks were demolished 
during the square arrangement. During these arrange-
ments, when a new stadium (İnönü Stadium) was built 
in the area where the stables belonging to Dolmabahçe 

Palace was built, the courtyard of Taksim Barracks was 
also freed from hosting sports events (Cezar, 2002). The 
area around the monument was arranged as a ring to ac-
celerate the traffic flow with a ceremony area (Karaman 
& İşözen, 1987). The barracks were gradually demolished 
during Lütfi Kırdar’s mayor’s office in 1940 upon the 
proposal as green of the area where the barracks were 
located and the approval of this plan by the municipal-
ity during the activities within the scope of the works for 
creating the zoning plan of Istanbul, which was started 
under the coordination of Henri Prost (Çelik, 2015). 
Taksim Square has come as a project designed to French 
architect Henry Prost under the leadership of Lütfi Kırdar, 
the governor of Istanbul at the time. This project covers 
the valley between Taksim and Maçka, where Taksim Trip 
is included, starting from the square. Thus, a green belt 
was tried to be created between the historical city center 
and the newly developing districts of the city at that time. 
Taksim Square was formed as a result of the arrangements 
made on the demolition of the Taksim Barracks in the 
continuation of the project of the Republic Monument 
first and then the Architect Prost (Figure 15).

In terms of accessibility until 2013, the square was in 
the traffic center duty due to reasons such as the start-
ing point of the metro, the offices of intercity buses and 
airport companies, the presence of the first and last stops 
of the city buses (Figure 16). It is a crossroad that serves 
vehicle traffic more than urban public space features and 
was in a pedestrian and vehicle complex.

Figure 13. Bryant Park, 2019  
(source: author)

Figure 14. Bryant Park, 2019 (source: author)

Figure 15. Taksim Square, 1940s (Güzelleşen İstanbul, İstanbul 
Belediyesi, 1943; Gül et al., 2014)
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Today, it has a feature that evokes a different percep-
tion from every point in terms of physical size. The degree 
of closure formed by the borders of the square remains 
weak, its relationship with the park cannot be established 
and there is no specific form. With the last arrangements, 
the roads leading to Taksim Square have been under-
ground. In the west of the square, where the streets meet, 
there is the Atatürk monument (1928) with its circular 
landscape and pink floor covering. In the north of the 
square, there is a rectangular form of Gezi Park and the 
team built with a competition project at the corner of the 
park includes the InterContinental Hotel (1958−1974), 
which is the design of the AHE architecture office, which 
includes Kemal Ahmet Aru. It is connected to the square 
with stairs at the edge of Gezi Park, which is about four 
meters higher than the square. The construction of The 
Marmara Hotel (1976) on the south of the square, the new 
Cultural Center on the east and the new Mosque on the 
west continue (Figure 17).

Taksim Square is a square that has hosted important 
events throughout the history of the Republic (Figure 18). 
We remember the labor movement of May 1, 1977 and the 
traces of the 1980 coup from this square. Taksim Square 
was also remembered with Gezi Park events in 2013. It 
is the protest events that started with the idea that the 
new barracks as one of the new arrangements to be made 
in the square design in Gezi Park will destroy the green. 
After protests, the Gezi Park has been left as green by giv-
ing up the new barracks project. Taksim square is a trian-
gulation point in terms of meaning (image, symbol, sign 
aspect). The meeting places of people are the monument 
in the square or the shop structures located around it, and 
today it is a square with symbolic features.

Visually, there is a gray basalt stone on the floor and a 
pink stone coating around the Atatürk Monument. It is lo-
cated in green around Gezi Park and Atatürk monument. 
Today, an international Taksim urban design competition 
is organized by the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality 
Cultural Heritage Department. With the continuing new 
arrangements, the holistic assessment of the square should 
be reconsidered over time.

Taksim Square is a crowded square in terms of par-
ticipation. Every hour of the day has a certain intensity 
(Figure 19). Istiklal Street, the wide pedestrian road in the 
south west of the square, which is connected to the square 
with shops and cafes on both sides, increases the density. 
Due to the shops, cafes, religious and historical buildings, 
consulates, hotels around the square, the square is a place 

Figure 16. Taksim Square was the traffic node in 2013 (Turgut, 2013)

Figure 17. Taksim Square (Google Earth, 2020)

Figure 18. A ceremony in Taksim Square, Cengiz Kahraman 
archive (Kuruyazıcı, 2014)

Figure 19. Taksim Square
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that lives every hour of the day where activities such as 
shopping, socializing, spending time and eating are car-
ried out. Gezi Park, which is located in the square today, 
is not a safe park used extensively, especially in terms of 
security after a certain time of the day. Activities for public 
participation are not carried out in the park. On certain 
days, the west of Gezi Park on the street opening to square, 
is organized exhibition and sales units with prefabricated 
tent materials. In the east of the square, in front of Gezi 
Park, the exhibition, gathering, and event structure, which 
has a platform created with stairs in different directions 
called gathering stop, also added movement to the square. 
Temporary interchange stops that increase participation 
will be moved to a park to be selected in Istanbul at the 
end of the international Taksim urban design competition.

Conclusions

Examining the characteristics of the urban public space, 
which is an important element of city, it can be seen that 
it has various functions within the city. However, most 
of the urban squares are not gradually losing their his-
torical, physical, meaning, social, functional, and visual 
characteristics.

The modernity project developed after the Industrial 
Revolution has brought changes in city, squares, and many 
other fields. Together with the Industrialization Revolu-
tion, also the environment of humans has changed. The 
muscle strength has been used in the production by small 
ateliers where the factories using the machines carry out 
standard and faster production at higher amounts with-
out needing human labor. The structure of society has 
changed and thus the city and square have changed. With 
the use of technology, the rails, metros, bridges, and ve-
hicles have been manufactured. The motor vehicles intro-
duced to our lives together with technology started a new 
period. Besides the changes brought by motor vehicles, 
also various problems such as accessibility of urban space 
have emerged. The urban spaces, which have been con-
structed without considering the motorways, were turned 
into enlarged cross-roads. In this period, we are side-by-
side but not together in the squares; we use the squares 
together with motor vehicles.

Today, the concepts of city, urban space, public space, 
and square are considered together with new concepts. 
Because of the consequences of globalization, urban 
spaces are the images of cities and they are considered as 
intense investment instruments. Together with this pro-
cess, new projects are prepared for the squares. In urban 
revival project practices, it was aimed to analyze the rela-
tionship between square and buildings surrounding the 
city center in details, ensure the connection of entrances 
of constructed buildings to the square by making use of 
attractive and inviting platforms at different elevations, 
resolving the inner courts opening to the square between 
the office blocks, and revive the urban public life with var-
ious activities. Moreover, in the example, it can be seen 

that the accessibility problems of squares were considered 
with a holistic approach. As seen in the analyzed exam-
ple, the works aiming to revive the urban space have been 
designed within the city-square integrity and the positive 
outcomes were achieved. Technology, sustainability, ecol-
ogy, and attitudes and opinions regarding enriching the 
urban public space are important for the function, use, 
and future of today’s city.

According these results, within the context of criteria 
(Table  1) enabling the analysis of the integrity of city-
square relationship under today’s conditions, although 
a square is analyzed from historical, physical (spatial), 
meaning (symbol, image, and sign), social (society, cul-
ture, and human), functional, and visual aspects, also the 
sustainability, participation, tourism, mixed-use, technol-
ogy, accessibility, urban revival, and protection factors 
should also be used in analyses.

As a result:
 – Historical aspect: Trafalgar Square, Bryant Park and 
Taksim Square are not newly designed squares, they 
are squares subject to regulations in the historical 
process. The fact that the library built in Bryant Park 
at the end of the 19th century can be preserved and 
survived among the skyscrapers shows the impor-
tance of handling a square with its historical aspect. 
The stratification in the square, which occurs over 
time with certain admissions, depends on the pro-
tection of elements such as structure, tree, road in 
a square.

 – Physical aspect: Taksim Square has been pedestri-
anized, but it has no specific form, borders, and has 
not been linked to Gezi Park in the north east of the 
square. Bryant Park is in a simple form among the 
skyscrapers. In Trafalgar Square, it is important to 
create floors at different levels with stairs. Creating 
floors at different levels in a square, like dividing a 
house into rooms, divides the square into sections, 
and using the square at different levels has a positive 
effect on the degree of enclosure of the square. Creat-
ing activities in pockets, which you can find in dif-
ferent levels rather than on a flat floor, also changes 
positively the square.

 – Meaning aspect: Taksim Square stands out with 
its meaning aspect compared to other squares. The 
fact that the main streets such as Istiklal Street con-
nected to the square, has strengthened the meaning 
aspect of the square, beside the important events in 
the past. The combination of structures with multiple 
functions in a square and a wide and dense pedes-
trian path connected to the square also facilitates the 
meeting to be a triangulation point. The pedestrian 
and lively main roads connected to the square also 
feed the square.

 – Social aspect: The presence of the library on the 
edge of Bryant Park, the protection of the green area 
and the activities organized have increased socializa-
tion. Activities created to spend time in the square, 
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semi-open, open spaces in nature created contribute 
to the social aspect. Eventually, in Bryant Park, it has 
been transformed into today’s conditions without 
much intervention by using nature.

 – Functional aspect: At the Trafalgar Square, the toi-
lets that are solved due to the difference in elevation 
contribute to the functional aspect, and the green ar-
eas in Bryant Park create a comfortable resting place 
in terms of the functional aspect. The code difference 
around Bryant Park also distinguishes the square 
from heavy vehicle traffic.

 – Visual aspect: Taksim Square is reorganized with an 
urban competition project. The Gezi Park in Taksim 
Square can bring many positive features in terms of 
visual. Stairs, ornamental pools and sculptures are 
homogeneously located in Trafalgar Square, and Bry-
ant park is mainly in green. The floor covering color 
in a square, the coating color of the stairs that appear 
with elevation differences, ornamental pools, green 
areas, the color of the structures forming the edges 
of the square should be in visual harmony.

A square should be analyzed according to all these cri-
teria and together with the integrity of city. The squares, 
which are urban spaces, should be considered within the 
integrity of city and in cooperation between public and 
private spaces. The squares should be examined from a 
holistic perspective to city-square relationship and the 
regulations should be made in this parallel. So the place 
of squares in the pattern of city can be maintained.
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İstanbul 29 Mayıs Üniversitesi. http://osmanliistanbulu.org

Çelik, Z. (2016). 19. Yüzyılda Osmanlı başkenti değişen İstanbul. 
İş Bankası Kültür.

Dökmeci, V., & Çıracı, H. (1990). Tarihsel gelisim süreci içinde 
Beyoglu. Türkiye Turing Ve Otomobil Kurumu.

Erdönmez,  M.  E., & Akı, A. (2005). Açık kamusal kent 
mekânlarının toplum ilişkilerindeki etkileri. Megaron, 1(1), 
67−87.

Eren,  İ.  Ö. (2006). Mimarlıkta tasarım yer ilişkisi bağlamında 
“yer”e özgü mimari dilin dönüşüm sürecinde yeniden üretilmesi 
[Doktora tezi]. Mimar Sinan Güzel Sanatlar Üniversitesi/Fen 
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