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Table 1. Garden classification based on pavilion location (source: authors)

Categories Pavilion Location Main axis element

Category (1) Pavilion in the middle of garden Central kart
Water-view

Category (2) Pavilion in middle one third of garden Central kart
Water-view
Pool

Category (3) Pavilion at the end of garden Central kart
Water-view

5.1. Pavilion in the middle of garden

Table 2. Pavilion in the middle of garden (source: authors)

Categories Drawn model Sample
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Jahan nama garden (Naima, 2011, p. 119)

Main axis of Jahan nama garden (authors)
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Delgosha garden (Naima, 2011, p. 100)

Main axis of Delgosha garden (authors)



Journal of Architecture and Urbanism, 2018, 42(2): 112–119 117

5.2. Pavilion in the middle one-third of garden
Table 3. Pavilion in the middle one-third of garden

Categories Drawn model Sample
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Golshan  garden (Naima, 2011, p. 107)

Main axis of Golshan garden (Naima, 2011, p. 108)
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Fin garden (Naima, 2011, p. 140)

Main axis of Fin garden (authors)
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Chelsotoun  garden (Naima, 2011, p. 73)

Main axis of Chehelsotoun garden (authors)
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5.3. Pavilion at the end of garden
Table 4. Pavilion at the end of garden 

Categories Drawn model Sample
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Dolatabad  garden (Naima, 2011, p. 157)

Main axis of Dolatabad garden (Naima, 
2011, p. 156)
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Eram  garden (Naima, 2011, p. 95)

Main axis of Eram garden (authors)
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6. Results

Analysis reveals that the garden consists of various forms 
and shapes, which can be divided into three main cate-
gories, and each of these categories divided into smaller 
groups based on the central element on the main axis 
(Table 1). Therefore, it is not possible to accept a unique 
form as the basic and fundamental patterns for all Iranian 
gardens. The perpendicular and straight lines indicate the 
main and secondary axes in a garden. In addition, based 
on the straight-line geometry, each of these lines and axes 
define how the constituent elements should be located in 
Iranian gardens. The consideration of garden structure by 
introducing the above-mentioned elements as the com-
mon and effective ones in Iranian garden and classifying 
them according to Table 1 is the first step to studying the 
qualities of a garden, such as closeness, spatial extent, vol-
ume and geometric organization.

Conclusions and discussion

This research on the various cases demonstrates why a 
unique geometric pattern cannot be accepted to define 
the physical order of the garden. It can be stated that all 
the qualities and features of elemental form are effective to 
shape the geometry system of an Iranian garden (Table 2 
to 4). As shown, Iranian gardens’ architectures have com-
bined some elements, such as the pavilion, Kart, central 
Kart, water-view, and pool as the integral elements, central 
to the garden structure. In previous studies, researchers 
have considered the garden geometry in too general a way. 
However, this article has focused on the comprehensive 
analysis of the garden structure based on its constituent 
elements. In addition, the methodology of this research 
could be used to study the historical garden in other cli-
mates and regions outside of Iran, as well as other ele-
ments of garden, which are not noticed in this article.
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