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Abstract. The new theoretical approach of the processes of creating knowledge based society and 
the knowledge economy, as well as sustainable development processes is described in the article. 
The main idea is that the creation and development processes of the knowledge-based society and 
knowledge economy may be attributed to the category of global transformation and sustainable de-
velopment processes, therefore, all general phenomena and characteristics of global transformations 
and sustainable development in general, are absolutely typical for the creation and development of 
the knowledge based society and knowledge economy. The processes of the creating of knowledge 
based society and knowledge economy and modernization are analyzed in the general context of 
the processes of sustainable development. The main principles of creating the knowledge based 
society and knowledge economy and modernization are described. Creating and modernization 
of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy are very complicated processes, oriented 
to the formation of the new quality of society and qualitatively new lifestyle,  these processes may 
be described as “twice” as complicated, because they win distinction by orientations to the pursuit 
of new quality in two aspects: the knowledge based society and knowledge economy, compared 
to “traditional” society and economy, are in all cases described as qualitatively new, creating and 
development of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy takes place under the condi-
tions of the global changes, which means that qualitative changes take place in all global space, the 
essence of those changes is the creation and spread of the knowledge-based society and knowledge 
economy. A special attention is given to the conclusion that in the environment of the knowledge 
based society creation and  generating knowledge economy and development, the provisions for 
sustainable development should be attained. The processes of creating knowledge based society and 
knowledge economy and further development should be analyzed and assessed in the context of 
processes of globalization and internationalization, as well as processes of global transformations. 
The “Power” concept intended for the scientific cognition of sustainable development and 
knowledge based society and knowledge economy creation processes phenomena is analyzed. 

Keywords: Knowledge society, knowledge economy, sustainable development, “Power” concept, 
phenomena of sustainable development and knowledge economy creation processes.
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1. Introduction 

Creation and modernization of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy, as well 
as the processes of sustainable development   in the European Union are very complicated 
processes, oriented to the formation of the new quality society and qualitatively new lifestyle. 

A lot of new phenomena and circumstances show up under the contemporary condi-
tions of social, economic, political development and progress of science and technologies. 
In order to understand and react to them, it is necessary to see into so-called problems of 
the sustainable development and problems of the creation of knowledge based society and 
knowledge economy, and to strive that these problems were solved adequately with the new 
challenges in the life of the society. 

The importance and significance of the problems of the sustainable development are 
indicated by the fact that the understanding and salvation of these problems is one of the 
main priorities implemented in the contemporary practice of scientific research. 

Modern attitudes to the sustainable development, to the concept of sustainable develop-
ment as well as to the understanding and salvation of the problems of sustainable develop-
ment can be characterized by extremely wide variety. Such variety determines the fact that 
the phenomena, problems and topicalities can be analyzed by:

 – including spaces of different extent (various regions, countries or their groups, the 
world), as well as including different systems (various organizations, their groups, 
other systems),

 – involving different combinations of processes, phenomena, factors and circumstances of 
social, economical, political development, and progress of science and technologies into 
the unit of developmental processes, 

 – giving preference to different social, economic, ecological, technological, political as well 
as other manifestations, consequences or circumstances of the sustainable  development,

 – regarding the management features of various processes of development and progress 
as well as the multiplicity of different subjects and their interests that take place in man-
agement process.

The research of the problems of sustainable development is multi- and interdisciplinary 
by nature, they must inevitably have attitudes to social and economic development, progress 
in technologies, environmental protection and changes in the modern society and its life, 
which reflect various areas of science, integrated in them. An important aspect of the research 
on sustainable development is a regional one, since various social, economic, technological, 
ecological factors are assessed in the extent of variously identified regions, by trying to reveal the 
interaction of processes and changes of different nature in various regional systems herewith. 

Traditional attitudes to the sustainable development emphasize the necessity to ensure 
the internecine compatibility and compensation of developmental processes and changes 
that have different nature. What is more, they emphasize the priorities such as the necessity 
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to ensure the harmony of economic  development and social changes, the needs to avoid nega-
tive ecological consequences that arise or may show up under the conditions of technological 
progress, the needs to comprehensively protect natural resources, avoid negative impact on a 
person and his health, the needs to orient urbanization processes and technological progress 
to stricter standards of ecological, social and environmental protection (Melnikas 1990, 2002).

Despite the fact that traditional attitudes to the sustainable  development are characterized 
by a wide variety, extensive coverage of processes and problems and considerable possibili-
ties of practical application, it is still possible to claim that nowadays there appear many new 
circumstances, conditions and phenomena, the impact and role of which insufficiently reflect 
in most of the traditional attitudes. For this reason, traditional conceptions of sustainable 
development and its problems become more and more inadequate to the modern needs and 
challenges and require essential supplements and specifications.

It must be noted, that modern attitudes to sustainable development should deeper reflect 
the role and influence of new type transformation processes that are taking place in the world 
now. The most important role and influence are of those transformations, which reflect the 
creation of knowledge based society and knowledge economy as well as global spread of values 
and ideas of the knowledge based society: namely the creation of knowledge based society 
and the spread of its values and ideas in the global environment condition new transforma-
tions in the modern society and its life, as well as help to understand the necessity to react to 
the needs of  sustainable  development and solve new problems of the sustainable  development 
in a new way. 

It is possible to claim that the essential priority of sustainable development concept ac-
tualization is the fact that the modern concept of sustainable development must reflect both 
the global transformation processes in general and those global transformation processes, 
which reflect the creation of knowledge based society and knowledge economy and the spread 
of values and ideas of the knowledge based society.

It is purposeful to refer to certain theoretical attitudes, which could be used when analyz-
ing various phenomena of the sustainable development in complex with various phenomena 
of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy creation processes as well as solving 
different management issues of the sustainable development processes. The so-called “power” 
concept should be distinguished among those theoretical attitudes. 

2. Sustainable development and creation of the knowledge based society and knowl-
edge economy: the “power” concept

Contemporary research on sustainable development includes various areas and directions. 
The general problems of sustainable development are analyzed through various aspects in 
a number of scientific works, including the ones carried out in Lithuania (Zavadskas 2008; 
Zavadskas et al. 2007a, 2007b; Zavadskas and Antuchevičienė 2006; Burinskienė 2009; Čiegis 
et al. 2008, 2009a; Čiegis and Gineitiene 2008; Grundey 2009; Kavaliauskas 2008; Rutkauskas 
et al. 2008; Platje 2008; Kaklauskas et al. 2009a; Melnikas 1990, 2002).  

Sustainable development in the context of various transformation and transition processes 
in general  could be defined as  an especially perspective area and as the main direction of 
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the research on sustainable development (Zavadskas 2008; Čiegis et al. 2008, 2009a;  Dze-
mydiene 2008; Grundey 2008c, 2009;  McNally  1999; Melnikas 1990, 2002; Munasinghe et 
al. 2001; Perraton 2001; Redding and Venables 2004). The problems  and processes of the 
sustainable development  in the transition countries in general , as well as in the Eastern and 
Central European countries could be defined as an important research area too (Brauers et 
al. 2007; Cohendet and Stojak 2005; Dicken  1998; Goeransson and Soederberg  2005; Hayo 
and  Seifert 2003; Krupka 2007; Lasas 2004; Llorca and Redzepagic 2008; Melnikas 1997, 
1999, 2002, 2008a; Melnikas and Reichelt  2004; Mzavanadze 2009). 

Results of the research on sustainable development in the context of global transformations 
and regional  transition  processes, as well as in the context of the enlargement processes in 
the European Union, could be used in the area  of creating the knowledge based society and 
knowledge economy .  

Sustainable development and the knowledge based society and knowledge economy 
creation processes is a very complicated area, in which adequate theoretical attitudes must 
be used. The attitudes are characterized by orientations to exceptionally wide and deep 
scientific cognition and suitability to apply them under the conditions of great uncertainty. 
With the help of such theoretical attitudes, it must become possible to identify, describe and 
assess various “cause-effect” connections, to determine existing subordination among vari-
ous phenomena and processes, and to foresee development tendencies and possible effects 
of various management actions. 

Among theoretical attitudes applied for the scientific cognition of the sustainable  devel-
opment phenomena and management of its processes, the so-called “power” concept  may be 
distinguished, which is intended to help complexly assess and optimize the interaction among 
development and progress processes and changes of different nature and complexion, which 
take place in a certain system that requires sustainable  development. Its ideas and application 
possibilities are revealed in various studies (Melnikas 1990, 2002, 2008a).

Besides, “power” concept may be treated as quite universal and suitable to analyze the 
phenomena of sustainable development in the cases of various systems: this concept foresees 
that various systems, which are typical to the life of modern society and its development 
may be identified as systems, which require sustainable development. Among those are the 
systems identified according to various geographical or regional features (countries, regions, 
continents, the world), according to various features, which characterize the structure and 
changes of the society, and according to various features, which characterize the changes in 
social, economic, and political development, cultural, scientific and technological progress, 
as well as the change of ecological and other parameters.

“Power” concept is based on the objectives to express the interaction among different 
processes of development, progress and change, which take place to a certain extent of the 
system, as well as express the influence of definite development, progress and change proc-
esses on the situation and system overall. 

The base of the “power” concept is an assumption that all systems, which are typical 
of the changes in the society development and its lifestyle, which include various areas of 
social, economic, political development, cultural, scientific and technological progress, and 
ecological changes, can be analyzed using the logic and instrumentation which are applied 



520  B. Melnikas. Sustainable development and creation of the knowledge economy...

for the analysis of the material world. On the basis of this assumption, different development, 
progress and change processes, typical of the society and its life, are perceived and assessed 
as accumulating and “transferring” a certain “power” (energy), which allows to analyze vari-
ous processes of social, economic and political development, and progress of science and 
technology, as well as their expression and interaction according to an adequate logic of 
power and mass interchange. 

It must be emphasized, that under the conditions of “power” concept use, the concepts 
of power, energy, power and mass interchange as well as others, should be perceived more 
widely than in physics or other sciences meant for the cognition and analysis of the material 
world: “power” conception is oriented to wider philosophical generalizations, on the basis 
of which it is possible to perceive the phenomena conspiring and asserting in the life of 
modern society, among those phenomena are the ones which reveal the circumstances and 
peculiarities of the sustainable  development.

The reference to “power” concept and the logic of power and mass interchange allows 
treating the resources used in social and economic life and various areas of science and 
technological development, firstly – human resources and capital in the form of financial 
and material resources, as well as informational, intellectual and other resources, as certain 
power or energy sources or certain forms of power, energy or energy potential. Besides, the 
reference to the logic of power and mass interchange allows considering social, political, 
economic, cultural, mental, legal, informational or other environment where processes of 
social, economical, political development, science and technological progress take place, as 
certain fields, where energy transfer takes place and certain pull and push powers play. 

The use of “power” concept allows modeling as well as analyzing and cognizing the phe-
nomena and processes of social, economic, political development, science and technological 
progress, which take place in large systems, identifying and assessing the compatibility of 
appropriate processes, the impact of some process on other ones, also identifying various 
disproportions, which appear under the conditions of uneven changes: all this allows diagnos-
ing the problems of  sustainable  development and foreseeing the means for their salvation.

Using the “power” concept, one should refer to the attitudes meant for:
 – modeling the development, progress and change processes typical to the life of the 

society,
 – modeling the sustainable  development situations in various areas of the society life.

When modeling the development, progress and change processes typical to the life of the 
society, the following should be taken into consideration:

 – all development, progress and change processes, taking place in the life of the society, 
accumulate kinetic energy, which is conditioned by the dynamics and inertia typical 
to every process, and potential energy, which is conditioned by the results or level of 
development, progress and change achieved during the process.

 – common energy, typical to each development, progress or change process, may be 
perceived as the unit of the appropriate kinetic and potential energy,

 – each development, progress and change process and its run is determined by the 
initial energy which appears as a result of the impact of other development, progress 
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and change processes, and may be treated as the energy transmitted or absorbed in the 
course of other processes, 

 – interaction of different development, progress and change processes in a certain system 
asserts itself in the shape of appropriate energy exchange,

 – purposeful effects on certain development, progress and change processes, with the 
need to manage those processes, may be implemented by transmitting or absorbing 
appropriate energy,

 – certain pull and push powers operate among the development, progress and change 
processes of the same system. With the help of those powers certain power and mass 
interchanges manifest themselves among the processes,

 – interaction among different processes of development, progress and change takes place 
through certain fields, through which push and pull powers operate,

 – the effect on a certain development, progress or change process, based both on the 
pull and on the push, takes place if two essential conditions are satisfied: a) there is an 
existing energy generator, necessary for the effect, which is able to generate energy, on 
the basis of which appropriate pull and push powers may operate; b) certain critical 
mass must be formed in the fields, through which appropriate pull and push powers 
operate; the mass must be sufficient to make the effect, based on the pull and push, on 
a certain development, progress and change process efficient.

The former attitudes reflect logic, which may be based upon when analyzing various proc-
esses of economic and political development, science and technological progress and their 
interaction. This logic may be based upon in cases of the scientific cognition and in various 
cases when it comes to searching for possibilities to adequately react to various changes and 
to purposefully influence and manage the change processes. 

In those cases when the situation in various systems is perceived and assessed according 
to the objectives of the sustainable development and when there are needs to implement the 
requirements of the sustainable development, it is purposeful to refer to those attitudes of the 
“power” concept, which are intended for modeling the sustainable development situations in 
various areas of the society life.

When modeling the sustainable development situations in various areas of the society life, 
the following must be taken into consideration: 

 – sustainable  development is considered to be such state of a system, where all the proc-
esses of development, progress and change, which take place in the system, as a unit, 
are oriented to the implementation of the general system objectives and are interrelated, 

 – the general aims and objectives, which reflect humanistic, democracy, morality, and 
environmentally-friendly attitudes, and which express common human values, must 
be implemented in the systems typical of the modern society life: the orientations to 
these general aims and objectives must be perceived as the underlying attitude of the 
sustainable  development,

 – the development, progress and change processes, taking place in a certain system, 
may be considered as inter-combined, if, in the course of these processes, there are no 
tensions among the processes and if there are no disproportions in the system itself: 
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the appearance and expression of tensions and disproportions may be treated as the 
appearance and emphasis of the sustainable  development problems (the appearance 
and emphasis of the sustainable  development problems determine the perception that 
these problems must be solved),

 – the problem of the sustainable  development reflects the situation, which reveals inter-
inadequacy and inadequacy to certain etalons, standards or expectations of the devel-
opment, progress and change processes, and in which a certain inadequacy exceeds 
certain critical limits (such inadequacy may appear in the shapes of various deficits 
and conflicts),

 – the salvation of the sustainable development problem may be perceived as a purposeful 
action, oriented to the reduction and elimination of inter-inadequacies and inadequacies 
to certain etalons, standards and expectations of the development, progress and change 
processes, which appear in a certain system, in order to implement general aims and 
objectives in an appropriate system, and to address all the development, progress and 
change processes of a system to the implementation of general aims and objectives,

 – the processes of the sustainable  development may be optimized: it means that, through 
purposeful influence on various processes and changes, it is possible to create a situa-
tion, which is assessed as the best or as the most adequate to the aims and objectives of 
the sustainable  development according to the criteria, applied for the description of a 
pursued system state. 

The former attitudes reflect logic, which may be based upon when trying to perceive and 
solve various problems of the sustainable development, which appear or may appear in the so-
cial, economic, political development, science and technological progress areas typical of the 
modern society and its life. It is obvious that these attitudes should not be treated as forthright 
formulated requirements – these attitudes express only general ideas, intended for the percep-
tion, assessment and purposeful influence, of various processes of social, economic, political 
development, science and technological progress, adequately to the perception of the sustainable  
development. Besides, these attitudes reflect the essence of the “power” concept itself: the situ-
ation of the sustainable development expresses effective and optimal use of a potential, including 
power potential, in every system. 

The “power” concept could be defined as an universal concept using for activation of the 
processes of sustainable development and creating the knowledge based society and knowledge 
economy.  This concept could be used in different areas of the social, economic and techno-
logical development, in various regional and ecosystems, as well as in different cases of urban 
development and territory planning. Applicability of this concept could be defined  as an 
important precondition to solve many problems of the sustainable  urban development, terri-
tory planning  and regional systems development (Zavadskas 2008; Boldrin and Canova 2001; 
Burinskienė and Rudzkienė 2009; Čiegis and Gineitienė 2008; Grundey 2008a; Kaklauskas et 
al. 2009b; Kavaliauskas 2008, 2010; McDonald et al. 2009;  Melnikas 1990, 1999, 2002, 2008a; 
Melnikas and Reichelt  2004; Mitkus and Šostak 2009; Pasakarnis and Maliene 2010; Raslanas 
et al. 2010; Zavadskas et al. 2007a; Zavadskas and Antuchevičienė 2007). 

Using the ”power”  concept could be defined as an  perspective sustainable development 
oriented way of the modernization of strategic management and decision making in different 
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sectors of economy and social life.  This concept could be useful  to solve many theoretical 
and practical problems in this area (Zavadskas 2008; Cohendet and Stojak 2005; Currie 2000; 
Garrett and Mitchell 2001; Grace and Butler 2005; Grybaitė and Tvaronavičienė 2008; Grundey 
and Zaharia 2008; Kaziliūnas 2008; Melnikas 1990, 2002; Paulauskas and Paulauskas 2008; 
Platje 2008; Ruževičius 2009). 

Using the ”power” concept for the  sustainable development oriented creating the  knowl-
edge based society and knowledge economy  could be defined  as an precondition to solve 
many problems of the  sustainable development in different sectors of economy: 

 – in construction industry and in real estate sector (Zavadskas 2008; Zavadskas et al. 2007a; 
Zavadskas and Antuchevičienė 2006, 2007; Zavadskas and Kaklauskas 2008; Ivanauskas 
et al. 2008; Kaklauskas et al. 2009, 2009a, c; Mickaitytė et al. 2008; Rutkauskas et al. 2008; 
Urbanavičienė et al. 2009), 

 – in energy sector (Štreimikienė 2007; Grundey 2008b; Klevas et al. 2007, 2009; Staniškienė 
and Šliogerienė 2009), 

 – in the sector of transportation (Burinskiene 2009; Burinskiene et al. 2009; Mačiulis 
et al. 2009),   

 – in tourism sector  (Grundey 2008a; Grundey et al. 2008) , as well as in other sectors 
of economy and social life. 

Summarizing the propositions, intended for the characteristics of the “power” concept, it 
is necessary to mention, that this concept may be treated as very useful when reacting to the 
challenges for the sustainable development, which arise under the contemporary conditions of 
the globalization and knowledge based society creation. The validity of the latter proposition 
is shown by the fact, that a lot of new possibilities and needs to activate multiple processes 
of the development, progress and change and to seek their harmony and adequacy to the 
expectations of the sustainable development appear under the globalization conditions and 
in the environment of the knowledge based society creation.  

3. The knowledge based society and knowledge economy creation processes in the 
context of the new challenges for sustainable development 

Recently, the creation and development of the knowledge based society and knowledge 
economy are perceived as one of the most important priorities of the modern society and 
its lifestyle development, as well as of social, economic, political development, science and 
technological progress. The creation and development of the knowledge based society and 
knowledge economy are assessed as the most important assumption and the main way to solve 
most of the social, economic, technological, even security and defense problems worldwide 
as well as in various countries or regions in general and in various countries or regions in the 
space of the European Union (Boldrin and Canova 2001; Cohendet and Stojak 2005; Currie 
2000; David and  Foray 2002; Dicken 1998; Ein-Dor et al. 2004; Farnsworth 2005; Garrett and 
Mitchell 2001; Goeransson and Soederberg 2005; Grace and Butler 2005; Hayo and Seifert 
2003; Hunt 2003; Huseman and  Godman 1999; Leydesdorff 2004; McNally 1999; Melnikas 
1990, 2002, 2008b; Melnikas and Reichelt 2004; Merrill and Sedgwick 1997; Munasinghe et 
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al. 2001; Olsen and Osmundsen 2003; Parker 1998;  Perraton 2001;  Redding and Venables 
2004; Sangmon 2002; Steinmueller 2002).

The creation of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy expresses the 
essential qualitative changes in all the areas of social, economic, political life, science and 
technological progress, and interaction with nature. The creation of the knowledge-based 
society and knowledge economy deeply influences the content of globalization processes and 
the effect on a situation in the modern world. 

The processes of the creation of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy are 
perceived and assessed as an essential worldwide transformation, which determines a number 
of breakings and sallies, important to all the humankind. 

The concepts of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy as well as their crea-
tion processes are very multiple. Therefore, it is obvious, that the concepts of the knowledge 
based society and knowledge economy may be defined and described differently. 

In order to substantiate the appropriate definitions and descriptions, it is necessary to 
regard the following: 

 – when describing a certain society, the underlying attention must be paid to the high-
lighting of the most important values, typical of the society itself,

 – when describing a certain economy, the underlying attention must be paid to the 
highlighting of the most important factors of the economy growth.

Regarding the above-mentioned attitude, it is possible to claim that it is purposeful to 
describe the concepts of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy as follows:

 – the knowledge based society is the society which is characterized by the values of the 
predominance of creativity and creative activity, as well as the values, which express 
the generation, spread and use of new knowledge. In the knowledge based society, the 
underlying interests express the objectives to create, spread and use new products of 
art, technical, business and other creation, as well as initiate, generate and implement 
multiple creative ideas and innovations in all areas of life.

 – the knowledge economy is the economy, for which the underlying growth factor is the 
potential, intended for the generation, spread and use of the new knowledge, as well as 
the activation of creativity. The raising and possession of the abilities to create, spread 
and use new knowledge, ideas and innovations in all areas of life, as well as the inces-
sant raise of the economical efficiency with the acceleration and activation means of the 
science and technological progress are the underlying conditions for economical growth 
and modernization in the knowledge economy.

The provided descriptions of the concepts reflect the main orientations of values, which 
express the objectives of creativity, creation activation and new knowledge generation, typical of 
the knowledge based society, as well as the main features, which characterize the significance 
of the new knowledge generation, innovation and science and technological progress, typical 
of the knowledge economy. 

In order to describe the society and economy reasonably, it is necessary to regard the fact, 
that there are internal contradictions, which appear in every society and in every economy 
system, and which operate the same as the propulsion stimulating the progress of the society 
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and economy, as well as the cause, which determines certain destructive processes that can 
“destroy” or destabilize both the society and the economy. For example, the modern “western” 
type democratic society and the modern market economy are typical of various property 
oriented capitalistic economy contradictions, which may be assessed as the essential ones. Such 
property oriented capitalistic economy contradictions, which express the priorities of consump-
tion, reflect the preconditions for progress and perfection (especially the preconditions for the 
increase of competitiveness, potential growth, modernization and effectiveness), as well as 
the preconditions for the various inadequacy to appear for the future needs and challenges 
(it is obvious, that the expression for the inadequacy needs and challenges may affect the 
society and economy, and may determine certain “destruction” processes and condition the 
needs for the essential qualitative changes). 

The highlighting of the underlying values, which are typical of the knowledge-based 
society and which express the domination of creative activity, generation, spread and use of 
new knowledge, allows realizing that the essential internal contradiction of the knowledge-
based society is the contradiction among the society members, groups, layers and variously 
identified management subjects, which belong to two different categories: 

 – one category is the society members, groups, layers and subjects, who become leaders, 
able to initiate the creation of new knowledge, ideas and innovations, participate in 
multiple creation actively, intensively and productively, develop creative activity, gen-
erate, spread and efficiently use the new knowledge and ideas. The society members, 
groups, layers and subjects, who belong to this category, generally take over the real 
management of the society and carry out the functions of its development and progress. 
What is more, the creation and spread of the new knowledge, ideas and innovations 
generally express the prerogative of making management decisions, especially strategic 
ones, 

 – the other category is the society members, groups, layers and subjects, who lose or 
do not have real possibilities to initiate the creation of new knowledge, ideas and in-
novations, do not have real conditions and skills to participate in the creation actively 
and intensively, to develop creative activity independently, or to generate, spread and 
efficiently use the new knowledge and ideas. The society members, groups, layers and 
subjects that belong to this category generally become just ordinary effectors, who have 
very limited power and only perform the functions of effectors, including even those 
areas, where huge innovation changes take place. 

The above-mentioned contradiction reflects the internal differentiation logic, typical of the 
knowledge based society, when the position of different members, groups, layers or subjects 
of the society is determined by the role and place when initiating, generating, spreading and 
using new knowledge, ideas and innovations. Besides, the expression of the above-mentioned 
contradiction is universal: this contradiction may be perceived as appearing in the lives of 
separate countries and regions, and as the one, which appears in separate groups or layers of 
the society, as well as the one, which may appear globally in the future. 

The above-mentioned contradiction reflects the meaning of those propulsions, which 
determine and will determine the development and progress of the knowledge based society, 
as well as the preconditions for various threats and dangers to appear, which may inevitably 
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arise under the conditions of the knowledge based society. It is obvious, that the internal dif-
ferentiation of the society, which expresses different role and place of various society members, 
groups, layers and subjects when initiating, generating, spreading and using new knowledge, 
ideas and innovations, may show itself in two ways:

 – as propulsion, which determines further development and progress of the knowledge-
based society, because the objectives to activate and effectuate creative processes, when 
initiating, generating, spreading and using new knowledge, ideas and innovations, 
become the underlying stimulus of the development and progress, and the potency 
activating the processes of development and progress,

 – as a precondition for new threats and dangers to appear, because, under the conditions, 
when the society differentiation exceeds certain critical limits, there inevitably appear 
various tendencies of the destructive manner, including the tendencies to integrate vari-
ous means, based on the use of the newest science and technological progress results, 
into destructive processes. 

The internal contradictions, typical of the knowledge based society, influence the processes 
of knowledge economy creation and development. The underlying conditions for economic 
growth and modernization, typical of the knowledge economy, which include education and 
possession of the abilities to create, spread and use new knowledge, ideas and innovations, 
as well as increase economic efficiency with the acceleration and activation means of science 
and technological progress, may be assessed in two ways:

 – as the propulsion, typical of the development and progress of the knowledge economy, 
which reflects the influence of the initiation, generation, spread and use of the new 
knowledge, ideas and innovations, as well as of the results of science and technological 
progress, on the growth and effectuation of the economy itself, 

 – as the precondition for the new threats, dangers and risks to appear, which are char-
acteristic of the knowledge-based society and knowledge economy and which may 
cause various undesirable negative results of the knowledge economy development and 
progress, which appear or may appear in various sectors of economic life as well as in 
various areas of the society’s life and development in general. 

Besides, the perception of the importance of internal contradictions, typical of the knowl-
edge based society and knowledge economy, determines the necessity and needs to analyze 
and assess the creation, development and progress phenomena of the knowledge based 
society and knowledge economy, in the context of the ideas and attitudes of the  sustain-
able  development. Namely, the observance of the sustainable development attitudes and the 
objectives to implement the ideals of the sustainable development create real preconditions 
to develop the knowledge based society and to create modern knowledge economy single-
mindedly and efficiently. 

4. Sustainable development: the main principles of the knowledge based society and 
knowledge economy creation 

For the sake of the scientific cognition and purposeful management of the creation and mod-
ernization processes of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy, it is necessary 
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to regard the essential principles, which reflect qualitative changes in the society in general as 
well as in the economic life of the society (Melnikas 2002, 2008a).

It must be emphasized, that the essential principles to be implemented under the conditions 
of the creation and modernization of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy 
reflect the aim to create favorable conditions to get synergetic effects and to use them, as well 
as to create favorable circumstances to generate new synergetic effects. In general, it is pos-
sible to claim, that the creation and modernization processes of the knowledge based society 
and knowledge economy may be assessed as the complex expression of the synergetic effects. 

Creation and modernization of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy are 
very complicated processes, oriented to the formation of the new quality society and qualitatively 
new lifestyle. Moreover, these processes may be described as “twice” as complicated, because 
they win distinction by orientations to the pursuit of new quality in two aspects: 

 – the knowledge based society and knowledge economy, compared to “traditional” society 
and economy, are in all cases described as qualitatively new,

 – creation and development of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy 
takes place under the conditions of the global changes, which means that qualitative 
changes take place in all global space, the essence of those changes is the creation and 
spread of the knowledge-based society and knowledge economy.

Analyzing the creation possibilities and perspectives of the knowledge based society and 
knowledge economy, it is purposeful to refer to the universal principle of the “new quality 
creation” (Melnikas 2008a). This principle is applied in various cases of life in all areas: this 
principle is suitable for the analysis of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy 
coming and spread processes, typical under the conditions of modern globalization and for 
the political, social and economic development and progress, taking place in the globaliza-
tion environment. 

The universal principle of the “new quality creation” may be formulated as follows: new 
quality always forms itself or is formed on the ground of conjugation, when elements of differ-
ent origin, which never before belonged to the same system, merge into a common interaction 
system. This principle expresses the abstraction and use of synergetic effect and shows, that 
qualitative changes always require actions and means, necessary to merge elements of different 
origin into a common system. 

When applying the universal principle of the “new quality creation”, it is necessary to regard 
the fact, that new quality is always formed as a result of the conjugation. Besides, the conjuga-
tion processes may be very different and in the most general case, they may be attributed to 
two types: integration processes and synthesis processes.

Integration processes are characterized by the fact that, during the conjugation, the interact-
ing and conjugating elements do not lose their natural important features; it means that new 
quality, typical of the integration result, may later be disintegrated according to the previous 
features of the conjugated elements (It means that integration result may later be disintegrated 
and the previous state, which existed before the elements merged, may be restored).

Synthesis processes are characterized by the fact that, during the conjugation, the interact-
ing and conjugating elements lose their natural important features; it means that new quality, 
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typical of the integration result, may not be disintegrated according to the previous features of 
the conjugated elements (It means that the synthesis process is created irreversibly). 

An important thing is that qualitative processes based on synthesis are irreversible; mean-
while qualitative processes based in integration in certain cases may be reversible. 

The perception of the essence of integration and synthesis processes, as the processes of 
new quality creation, allows applying the universal principle of the “new quality creation” quite 
widely when analyzing very different phenomena, including the creation of the knowledge-
based society and knowledge economy. Analyzing these phenomena, it is important to as-
sess, to what extent various changes, development and progress are based on the integration 
processes and to what extent the synthesis processes determine the changes. 

The above-mentioned propositions reflect the essence of the universal principle of the 
“new quality creation” and allow revealing the significance of this principle when creating 
the knowledge-based society and knowledge economy.

It must be noted, that, under the creation and modernization conditions of the knowledge 
based society and knowledge economy, besides the mentioned universal principle of the “new 
quality creation”, other principles are also implemented, including a very important universal 
innovativeness principle. 

The universal innovativeness principle allows perceiving the initiation, generation, spread, 
use and further renewal logic of innovations and new knowledge in general. The essence of 
this logic is that the processes of initiation, generation, spread, use and further renewal of 
innovations and new knowledge in general are treated as expression of certain cycles and 
when perceiving that two preconditions of these processes exist:

 – generation, spread and use cycles of any innovations, new ideas and new knowledge is 
started by a certain subject, performing the function of new idea or innovation genera-
tion, which has to dispose of creative potential, necessary for the generation of a new 
idea or innovation, has to be able to use this creative potential properly and tangibly 
generate appropriate innovations, new ideas and knowledge. It must be noted, that in 
the generation course of innovations, new ideas and knowledge, opposition is usually 
expressed for the established attitudes, traditions, perceptions, models and stereotypes, 
therefore the subject, carrying out the functions of generation, may be assessed as having 
the opponent abilities,

 – any innovations, new ideas or new knowledge may be tangibly spread and used in 
practice only in those cases when a certain critical mass, necessary to “accept” and 
assimilate newly generated innovations, ideas and new knowledge, is formed in an ap-
propriate cultural, social, economic, political environment. It is also possible to claim 
that critical mass shows the environment’s ability to tolerate appropriate innovations 
as well as initiate and activate change processes and stimulate the adaptation to changes 
based on self-regulation. 

The abilities to adequately perceive the essence of the both described preconditions and of 
the universal innovativeness principle are very important condition to cognize scientifically 
and influence purposefully the creation and modernization processes of the knowledge-based 
society and knowledge economy. 
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Summarizing the stated propositions, it is possible to note, that universal “new quality 
creation” and innovativeness principles not only allow complexly perceive the creation and 
modernization essence of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy, but also 
reflect the possibilities to influence and manage certain development and change processes. 

In turn, in order to influence and manage the creation and modernization processes of the 
knowledge based society and knowledge economy single-mindedly, including the needs to 
implement the ideas and attitudes of the sustainable development, it is necessary to cognize the 
phenomena, typical for the creation, development and progress of the knowledge based society 
and knowledge economy, and to perceive the expression peculiarities of these phenomena. 

5. Phenomena of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy creation: chal-
lenges for the sustainable development

The processes of the creation and development of the knowledge based society and knowledge 
economy are characterized by a wide variety and significant phenomena. 

The creation and development of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy 
may be attributed to the category of global transformation processes, therefore all general phe-
nomena, and characteristic of global transformations in general, are unconditionally typical 
of the creation and development of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy. The 
perception of the essence of these phenomena and their adaptation, regarding the peculiarities 
of the creation and development processes of the knowledge based society and knowledge 
economy, allows adequately diagnose and effectively solve topical modernization problems 
of the society and its economic life, including the ones in the context of the sustainable  de-
velopment. 

Besides the above-mentioned general phenomena, certain specific phenomena appear or 
may appear under the creation and development conditions of the knowledge based society 
and knowledge economy. 

Specific phenomena reflect exceptional peculiarities typical of the creation and development 
processes of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy. Among such phenomena, 
the following should be emphasized:

 – phenomena, which characterize the continuation of the creation and development proc-
esses of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy, including the continuation 
with regard to previous forms of the society and its economical life,

 – phenomena, which express the significance of culture and mentality factors and efficiency 
of the human resources education systems,

 – phenomena, which express inequality of the creation and development processes of the 
knowledge based society and knowledge economy,

 – phenomena, which express globalization and internationalization circumstances typical of 
the creation and development of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy.

The continuation phenomena of the creation and development processes of the knowledge 
based society and knowledge economy show that the knowledge based society and knowledge 
economy may be created only under the conditions, when: 
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 – the society itself nurtures social, economic, political, cultural and mentality assump-
tions in order to form critical mass, which ensures the domination and spread of values 
typical of the knowledge based society: the knowledge-based society may be created 
and further developed if high level of creative potency and tendency to innovations is 
achieved, and if this level is realized as a sufficient start position for further development,

 – the society achieves a very high level of material welfare and social comfort, which is 
enough to create economic assumptions for miscellaneous sallies for the sake of further 
development of the knowledge base society and knowledge economy,

 – economic potential, meant for the development of the knowledge based society and 
knowledge economy, is created in the economic system.

The above-mentioned phenomena reflect the tendency, which shows that the creation and 
further development processes of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy are 
the continuation of previous development, progress and change processes, which took place 
and continue in various areas of social, economic life and science and technological progress.

The phenomena, which reflect the significance of culture and mentality systems as well as 
the systems of human resources education show, that various circumstances, which influence 
cultural and mentality changes, as well as changes in the areas of human resources education, 
gain underlying importance under the conditions of the creation and development of the 
knowledge based society and knowledge economy. Phenomena, which reflect contradictory 
tendencies, are especially emphasized among the above-mentioned phenomena. 

One of the phenomena, reflecting contradictory tendencies, is the phenomenon of real as 
well as imitational change interaction, typical of culture and mentality. Two different tenden-
cies are expressed by this phenomenon: 

 – a tendency, the essence of which is the decrease of the significance of values, oriented 
to consumption, and the increase of the significance of values, oriented to creativeness 
and innovativeness. The result of this tendency expression is that the society members, 
groups, layers and subjects, who prefer the values oriented to creativeness and innovative-
ness, gradually gain more and more possibilities to create a certain critical mass, which 
is necessary to develop the knowledge-based society and knowledge economy further,

 – a tendency, the essence of which is the increasing expression of significance imitation 
of values, oriented to creativeness and innovativeness, inadequate to reality and typical 
of declarations, when virtually, the significance of those values does not increase, and 
the significance of values oriented to consumption increases. This tendency partially 
reflects a tendency to imitate real preparation and maturity, typical of the modern 
society, to develop the knowledge-based society and knowledge economy and declare 
the aims, inadequate for the reality quite gratuitously in the area of the creation of the 
knowledge-based society and knowledge economy. 

Another phenomenon, reflecting contradictory tendencies, is the phenomenon of efficiency 
increase of the human resources education systems. This phenomenon also expresses several 
different tendencies:

 – a tendency, which reflects the increase of the role of human resources education systems 
and the needs to effectuate the education of human resources, by giving priority to the 
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creativeness and innovativeness abilities and to the orientations to a rapid progress of 
science and technologies. This tendency, by nature, is adequate to the significance of 
the creation and development aims of the knowledge based society and knowledge 
economy and reflects the needs of the role increase of human resources education,

 – a tendency, which reflects the spreading tendencies to superficiality and an increasing 
imitation of modernity and high quality in various links of human resources educa-
tion. There is an increase of links, which are tangibly oriented to quite a superficial, 
yet “externally” modern, education and caliber. (this tendency also reflects a leaning 
towards the artificial prominence of formal assessments and “external” attributes, typical 
of educational systems, when actually, there is not a strive for a qualitative education 
and caliber, especially in the shape of real quality knowledge as well as creativeness and 
innovativeness abilities, but a strive for “externally” impressive positive assessments),

 – a tendency, which reflects an increasing gap among the links of human resources edu-
cation, which are oriented to a tangibly elite education and caliber, and among links, 
which are oriented to mass education and caliber. This tendency reflects assumptions 
to increase differentiation inside the society as well as differentiation among different 
economy sectors and different regional economy systems, and the base of differentiation 
being different quality of education and caliber as well as different skills, necessary to 
generate, spread and efficiently use new ideas and innovation in the knowledge-based 
society. 

Phenomena, which characterize cultural and mentality factors as well as efficiency signifi-
cance of human resources education systems and which reflect contradictory tendencies, confirm 
ambiguity and complexion of the creation and development processes of the knowledge based 
society and knowledge economy.

Phenomena, which reflect inequality of the creation and development processes of the 
knowledge based society and knowledge economy, reflect multiple tendencies of unequal changes. 
Among such tendencies, the following ones should be emphasized, whish show:

 – inequality of the creation and development processes of the knowledge-based society 
and knowledge economy in different countries and regions,

 – inequality of different nature social, economic, technological and other processes, which 
characterize the creation and development processes of the knowledge-based society 
and knowledge economy in separate countries or regional systems, as well as in separate 
sectors of the social economic life and progress of science and technologies,

 – creation inequality of social, economic, political, juridical, cultural, mentality, techno-
logical and other assumptions, which are necessary for the creation and development 
processes of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy.

The above-mentioned tendencies, which show inequalities of the creation and develop-
ment processes of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy, may be assessed in 
two ways:

 – as the ones, which reveal the needs to pay underlying attention to the sustainable  
development under the conditions of the creation and development processes of the 
knowledge based society and knowledge economy.



532  B. Melnikas. Sustainable development and creation of the knowledge economy...

 – as the ones, which reveal various threats and dangers, which may be caused by various 
development and change inequalities, under the conditions of the creation and develop-
ment processes of the knowledge-based society and knowledge economy,

Besides, development and change inequalities and their expression, which appear under 
the conditions of the creation and development of the knowledge based society and knowl-
edge economy, are also greatly determined by those circumstances, which are attributed to 
the circumstances category of globalization and internationalization processes. 

Phenomena, which reflect the globalization and internationalization circumstances, neces-
sary for the creation and development of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy, 
show, that the creation and development processes of the knowledge-based society and 
knowledge economy, as a unit, have very clearly expressed internationalism and may be as-
sessed as a very important part of globalization processes. The following ones are considered 
as very important:

 – phenomenon, which expresses the spread of the creation and development processes 
of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy in the extent of global spaces,

 – phenomenon, which expresses possibilities to create and develop the nuclei of the 
knowledge based society and knowledge economy in various spaces and environments 
globally,

 – phenomenon, which expresses increasing mobility and free movement of human re-
sources, capital, informational and other resources, which participate in the creation 
and development of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy globally,

 – phenomenon, which expresses the role increase of multicultural and inter-cultural 
competencies and information exchange, reacting to new conditions when creating and 
developing the knowledge based society and knowledge economy under globalization 
conditions,

 – phenomenon, which reflects the needs to develop international cooperation when 
creating the knowledge based society and knowledge economy.

Regarding the fact, that the creation and development processes of the knowledge based 
society and knowledge economy, especially under the conditions of globalization and inter-
nationalization activation, have increasing variety, it is possible to claim, that the described 
phenomena allow cognizing and assessing the appropriate phenomena just partially. It should 
also be emphasized, that namely the described phenomena, as a unit, allow making a complex 
picture about the situation in the creation and development of the knowledge-based society 
and knowledge economy, as well as bout the perspective of changes.

It must be noted, that the described phenomena reflect the problems of the sustainable 
development, which inevitably appear under the creation and development conditions of the 
knowledge-based society and knowledge economy, and allow highlighting and reasoning the 
priorities of these problems salvation. 

6. Conclusions

1. The  knowledge based society and knowledge economy creation is an important pri-knowledge based society and knowledge economy creation is an important pri-is an important pri-
ority of the social, economic and technological changes and development processes 
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in the European Union. The processes of the creation of knowledge based society and 
generating knowledge economy and its further development should be understood 
as the undivided unity:

 – the processes of the creation of knowledge based society and generating knowl-
edge economy and its further development should be perceived as relevant to all 
spheres of life – meaning social, economic, and political life, culture, advancement 
of science and technologies and their advancement, interaction with nature in 
general and environment in particular,

 – the processes of the creation of knowledge based society and generating knowledge 
economy and its further development should be comprehended as the ones provid-
ing economic preconditions for modernization of the society and refinement of its 
life in accordance with the standards, norms and values of knowledge based society,

 – the processes of the creation of knowledge based society and generating knowledge 
economy and its further development should be interpreted as multi-dimensional 
and extremely complex and uninterrupted process which manifests itself in cy-
clical changes and leaps towards higher quality standards ,the complex approach 
towards knowledge based society and generating knowledge economy and its 
further development should be implemented in all stages of scientific research, 
studies and practical activities, including the prioritizing various programmes on 
multi- and cross-disciplinary research and studies, as well as strategic solutions 
of the complex character in various stages

2. The knowledge based society and knowledge economy creation processes could be 
analyzed  in the context  of  the ideas of sustainable development :  the  processes of the 
creation and  development of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy 
may be attributed to the category of global transformation and sustainable development 
processes, therefore, all general phenomena and characteristic of global transformations 
and sustainable development in general, are unconditionally typical for  the creation 
and development of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy. By the 
creating knowledge based society and generating knowledge economy and its further 
development, harmonization should be sought in the following:

 – in the fields of various social, economic, political development, culture, advance-
ment in science and technologies, interplay with nature and other fields,

 – in the environment of changes in various countries, regions or otherwise geo-
graphically or regionally defined systems,

 – in changes occurring in various layers in society.
3. Creation and modernization of the knowledge-based society and knowledge economy 

are very complicated processes, oriented to the formation of the new quality society and 
qualitatively new lifestyle. Moreover, these processes may be described as “twice” as 
complicated, because they win distinction by orientations to the pursuit of new quality 
in two aspects: 

 – the knowledge-based society and knowledge economy, compared to “traditional” 
society and economy, are in all cases described as qualitatively new,
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 – creation and development of the knowledge-based society and knowledge 
economy takes place under the conditions of the global changes, which means that 
qualitative changes take place in all global space, the essence of those changes is 
the creation and spread of the knowledge-based society and knowledge economy,

4. Analyzing the creation possibilities and perspectives of the knowledge-based society 
and knowledge economy, it is purposeful to refer to the universal principle of the “new 
quality creation”.  This principle expresses the abstraction and use of synergetic effect 
and shows, that qualitative changes always require actions and means, necessary to 
merge elements of different origin into a common system. 
The new quality is always formed as a result of the conjugation: the conjugation processes 
may be very different and in the most general case, they may be attributed to two types 
-integration processes and synthesis processes. Besides the universal principle of the “new 
quality creation”, other principles are also implemented, including a very important 
universal innovativeness principle, which allows perceiving the initiation, generation, 
spread, use and further renewal logic of innovations and new knowledge in general. 
The essence of this logic is that the processes of initiation, generation, spread, use and 
further renewal of innovations and new knowledge in general are treated as expression 
of certain cycles and when perceiving that two preconditions of these processes exist:

 – generation, spread and use cycles of any innovations, new ideas and new 
knowledge is started by a certain subject, performing the function of new idea 
or innovation generation, which has to dispose of creative potential, necessary 
for the generation of a new idea or innovation, has to be able to use this creative 
potential properly and tangibly generate appropriate innovations, new ideas and 
knowledge. It must be noted, that in the generation course of innovations, new 
ideas and knowledge, opposition is usually expressed for the established attitudes, 
traditions, perceptions, models and stereotypes, therefore the subject, carrying 
out the functions of generation, may be assessed as having the opponent abilities,

 – any innovations, new ideas or new knowledge may be tangibly spread and used 
in practice only in those cases when a certain critical mass, necessary to “accept” 
and assimilate newly generated innovations, ideas and new knowledge, is formed in 
an appropriate cultural, social, economic, political environment. It is also possible 
to claim that critical mass shows the environment’s ability to tolerate appropri-
ate innovations as well as initiate and activate change processes and stimulate the 
adaptation to changes based on self-regulation. 

5.  Universal “new quality creation” and innovativeness principles not only allow complexly 
perceive the creation and modernization essence of the knowledge-based society and 
knowledge economy, but also reflect the possibilities to influence and manage certain 
development and change processes. In order to influence and manage the creation and 
modernization processes of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy 
single-mindedly, including the needs to implement the ideas and attitudes of the sus-
tainable development, it is necessary to cognize the phenomena, typical of the creation, 
development and progress of the knowledge-based society and knowledge economy, 
and to perceive the expression peculiarities of these phenomena. 
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The creation and development processes of the knowledge based society and knowledge 
economy may be attributed to the category of global transformation processes, there-
fore all general phenomena, and characteristic of global transformations in general, are 
unconditionally typical of the creation and development of the knowledge based society 
and knowledge economy.
Specific phenomena reflect exceptional peculiarities typical of the creation and develop-
ment processes of the knowledge-based society and knowledge economy. Among such 
phenomena, the following should be emphasized:

 – phenomena, which characterize the continuation of the creation and development 
processes of the knowledge-based society and knowledge economy, including the 
continuation with regard to previous forms of the society and its economical life,

 – phenomena, which express the significance of culture and mentality factors and 
efficiency of the human resources education systems.

 – phenomena, which express inequality of the creation and development processes 
of the knowledge-based society and knowledge economy,

 – phenomena, which express globalization and internationalization circumstances 
typical of the creation and development of the knowledge-based society and 
knowledge economy.

6. The research of the problems of sustainable development, as well as the problems 
of creation of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy is multi- and 
interdisciplinary by nature, they must inevitably have attitudes to social and economic 
development, progress in technologies, environmental protection and changes in the 
modern society and its life, which reflect various areas of science, integrated in them. 
An important aspect of the research on sustainable development as well as on crea-
tion of the knowledge based society and knowledge economy is a regional one, since 
various social, economic, technological, ecological factors are assessed in the extent of 
variously identified regions, by trying to reveal the interaction of processes and changes 
of different nature in various regional systems herewith. 
The processes of the creation of knowledge based society and generating knowledge 
economy and its further development should be analyzed and assessed in the context of 
processes of globalization and internationalization. The new priorities for development of 
international cooperation and priorities for improving international management show:

 – development of international cooperation and improvement of international 
management should be based upon promotion and practical application of the 
ideas, patterns and  technologies of networking,

 – within international management a key trend should dominate oriented towards 
activization and promotion of creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship, as well as 
towards the implementation of the ideas of sustainable development and harmony. 

In all chains of human resource training the means should be implemented oriented to-
wards the adequate response to the emerging needs to consecutively solve the problems 
of sustainable development, elaboration of international management and activization 
of international cooperation manifesting them in the context of the creation of knowl-
edge based society and generating knowledge economy and its further development.
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DARNI PLĖTRA IR ŽINIŲ EKONOMIKOS KŪRIMAS: NAUJAS TEORINIS POŽIŪRIS 

B. Melnikas

Santrauka. Straipsnyje išdėstomas naujas teorinis požiūris į darnios plėtros ir į žiniomis grindžiamos 
visuomenės bei žinių ekonomikos kūrimo procesus. Pagrindinė idėja, išreiškianti šio teorinio požiūrio 
esmę, yra ta, kad darnios plėtros bei žiniomis grindžiamos visuomenės ir žinių ekonomikos kūrimo 
procesai suvoktini ir nagrinėtini kaip sudarantys bendrą visumą. Žiniomis grindžiamos visuomenės ir 
žinių ekonomikos kūrimas traktuojamas kaip pagrindinė prielaida realiai įgyvendinti darnios plėtros 
nuostatas, o darni plėtra vertinama kaip išskirtinis žiniomis grindžiamos visuomenės ir žinių ekonomikos 
kūrimo procesams būdingas požymis. Šiuolaikinėmis globalizacijos bei socialinės, ekonominės raidos 
ir mokslo bei technologijų pažangos internacionalizavimo sąlygomis išryškėja daug naujų aplinkybių ir 
reiškinių, kurių poveikis ir vaidmuo mažai atsispindi daugelyje tradicinių požiūrių, skirtų tiek darniai 
plėtrai, tiek žiniomis grindžiamos visuomenės ir žinių ekonomikos kūrimo procesams. Padaryta išvada, 
kad tradiciniai darnios plėtros bei jos problemų, žiniomis grindžiamos visuomenės ir žinių ekonomikos 
kūrimo logikos bei tendencijų suvokimai vis labiau neatitinka šiuolaikinių poreikių ir iššūkių ir reikalingi 
esminių papildymų bei patikslinimų. Šiuolaikiniai požiūriai į darnią plėtrą bei į žiniomis grindžiamos 
visuomenės ir žinių ekonomikos kūrimą turėtų kur kas geriau perteikti šiuo metu pasaulyje vykstančių 
naujo tipo transformacijų procesų vaidmenį ir įtaką, visų pirma tų transformacijų, kurios išreiškia žiniomis 
grindžiamos visuomenės vertybių ir idealų pasklidimą globaliu mastu. Būtent tokios visuomenės kūrimasis 
ir šios visuomenės vertybių ir idealų pasklidimas globalizacijos aplinkoje sukelia naujų transformacijų 
šiuolaikinėje visuomenėje bei jos gyvenime, sudaro prielaidas suvokti būtinybę naujai reaguoti į darnios 
plėtros poreikius bei spręsti naujas problemas. Straipsnyje detaliai apibūdinta vadinamoji galios koncepcija, 
kuria remiantis siūloma kompleksiškai nagrinėti darnios plėtros bei žiniomis grindžiamos visuomenės ir 
žinių ekonomikos kūrimo procesus, spręsti daugelį tokių procesų valdymo klausimų. Galios koncepcijos 
taikymas leidžia modeliuoti stambiose sistemose vykstančius socialinės, ekonominės, politinės raidos, 
mokslo ir technologijų pažangos reiškinius bei procesus, identifikuoti ir vertinti atitinkamų procesų sude-
rinamumą, vienų procesų poveikius kitiems procesams, identifikuoti įvairias disproporcijas, išryškėjančias 
netolygių pokyčių sąlygomis. Visa tai leidžia diagnozuoti pasireiškusias ar galinčias pasireikšti darnios 
plėtros žiniomis grindžiamos visuomenės ir žinių ekonomikos kūrimo problemas ir numatyti priemones, 
skirtas šioms problemoms spręsti. Straipsnyje atskleisti darnios plėtros bei žiniomis grindžiamos visuo-
menės ir žinių ekonomikos kūrimo procesų kaip visumos principai, kompleksiškai išnagrinėti darnios 
plėtros bei žiniomis grindžiamos visuomenės ir žinių ekonomikos kūrimo dėsningumai. Prioritetinis 
dėmesys skiriamas integracijos ir sintezės kaip jungimosi  procesų logikai atskleisti. Išdėstytas teorinis 
požiūris gali būti gana plačiai taikomas nagrinėjant įvairius darnios plėtros bei  žiniomis grindžiamos 
visuomenės ir žinių ekonomikos kūrimo reiškinius. 

Reikšminiai žodžiai: žiniomis grindžiama visuomenė, žinių ekonomika, darni plėtra, galios koncepcija, 
darnios plėtros bei žiniomis grindžiamos visuomenės ir žinių ekonomikos kūrimo bei raidos dėsningumai.
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